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Regional Council Adopts TEA-3 Regional Priority Projects Lists

For the first time SCAG, Metrolink, the five county transportation commissions (MTA,
OCTA, RCTC, SANBAG, VCTC) and the County of Imperial have developed a regional
priority projects list for TEA-3. The Regional Council approved the fmt list which-is known
as the “Southern California’s Consensus Program for TEA-21 Reauthorization”.

Several transportation projects all contained in the 2001 Regional Transportation Plan.
These projects represent a series of investment priorities that will strengthen the region’s
transportation system and benefit the national economy by increasing the productivity of
existing national investments in the region’s surface transportation system. The selection
process for the projects was governed by a criterion that was established by SCAG in
cooperation with other organizations.

Housing Legislative Priorities

The statewide Working Group on Housing Element Reform last year reached
substantial agreement on regional issues, but failed to do so on local/state issues.
Because of the stalemate on local/state issues, there were no changes to Housing
Element law. The SCAG Housing Committee felt it was appropriate to seek
legislative enactment of regional priorities, perhaps in a vehicle that does not address
State/local Housing Element Issues. The Housing Committee is also aware that the
State budget crisis would likely affect housing issues by putting a strain on local
finances, and by eliminating any possibility of new State subsidies.

The Regional Council approved a set of priorities that included continumg to seek
Regional Housing Element Reform Priorities; support the League of California
Cities and CSAC for issues affecting local government, particularly relating to the
funding and budget; and continue to oppose housing element non-compliance
penalties
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Draft Strategy for Development of Total Maximum Daily Loads
(TMDLs)

During the past two years the LA Regional Water Quality Board has been
responding to a 1999 federal consent decree that mandated the adoption of pollution
control plans for Los Angeles and Ventura Counties. Called Total Maximum Daily
Loads (TMDLs), these plans are required by the court to eliminate water quality
impairments listed in the State’s 303(d) listing of impaired water bodies over a
period of 13 years.

SCAG has expressed concerns about the likely consequences of the current process. A
widespread of public concern has resulted in a recently released draft strategy in which
USEPA and the Regional Board are suggesting new approaches to the TMDL process, as
well as the setting of water quality standards. Ultimately any new approaches in these
critical areas will require the consent of the patties to the federal lawsuit. The Regional
Council approved comments that were prepared by SCAG staff on the Proposed
TMDL/Water  Quality Standards

Outreach Efforts

An integrated and coordinated outreach program is currently being developed that
will be incorporated into SCAG’s  Communication Strategy. The program includes
member participation and information sharing. “Fact sheets” explaining major
program areas that SCAG is currently working on, will be sent to members for
sharing with colleagues and other interested parties. In addition a power point
presentation on the State of the Region has been prepared for making presentations
to various groups, Interested parties should contact Barbara Dove via email -
dove@scae.ca.gov  or phone (213) 236-1861 for more information.


